





three-headed dog that
guards the gates to hell.
Meet the missus,
Carbera. Woot, woof,
grawl, snarl, chomp

Even if nor wholly original it was a terrific
idea nonetheless, 2 rLal barnstormer in fact
Take some fast four-wheelers to the Isle
Man. Home of the linjfamous TT races,
there’s relarively lighe tralfic, some truly
superb roads and, not least, on the Isle of
an a white circular sign with a black diag-
onal really does mean unrestricted. In other
words you can dri
OK. so we thought of doing it ages ago,
but despite the numerous Ferearis, Porsches
and other exotica to have graced the 7
lock-up, the opportunity h
presented itsclf until no
decision to ship almost a thousand horsepower
and over 2 hundred grand’s worth of motors
10 the Island in springtime was the simul
neous arrival of two rather special ne
BMW's ulra-sporey M3 Coupe has scen
a few changes over the years, but this year

as nature intended.

| never really
Spurring on our

heralds the introduction of the very larest,

Evolution model. With a bigger
litre engine producing s

greater torque and pow

with revised ratios and an upgraded chassis

and brakes, the '96 M3 Evo is, on paper at

least, capable of tackling all bur the m

expensive of supercars.

As luck would have ir, there's another
new £37,000 coupe fresh on the scene, the
TVR Cerbera. Anoraks will be familiar with
the Cerbera's gorgeous shape — it was first
launched at Earls Courr back in "93 d
Jeremy and Tiff both drove  very different

k protorype last year and reported back
n issue 26. But, following further ferding,

s only now that the Blackpool fiem is
filtering customer-ready Cerberas lbruugh

2lirre V8 engine, steel-uil
it legal, then

As the saying goes which I've just made
[ two is fun, then three's
so to complete the trio we a

a fun crowd,
trundled up
the M6 to the Steam Packet Company's
ferry ar Heysham in a Toyota Supra. With
its high rear wing and warchog's teeth head-
lamp washers, the three-year-old Supra is
dismisvod by some — yes you, Clarkson - s
little mare than phallic jewellery for vacillat-
ing second division footballers. But remem-
has decked out the Supra with
twin- uqumnml turbos, three licres, 24
alves, 2 mighty 326 horsepower and all the
chassis, brakes and tyres it could ever want.
The Supra, let's be clear, is serious meral,
Unforwnately not so serious that some

dimwit passenger couldn’t inflict a small




scrape to the left front wing as we sailed ro
Douglas. Other people? Dontcha just hate
"em? Bur upon arrival in the late afternoon
furcher predicaments beset us
Firstly, Angus got lost within feet of the
docks and, when we found him, he found
that he couldn't get out of the Cerbera.
difficult anyway because the doors don't
open wide enough to allow your feer out
comfortably. but now the driver's door
wouldn't open at all; at least not using the
eleccronic burton release TVR has adopred.
Fortunately there is a concy ble release
ithin reach — I'd been rold about it upon
very — but | failed to remember it until

aguely suspecting trouble
that the car's rear wing confused
the rotating brushes on the first pass, so |

readied for 2 premature exir. Righr on cue,
the big bully threw a meaningful punch
from behind and the Supra made off,
thankfulk naged, leaving the machine
to flail about like a short-fused Dalek,

We also noticed that the petrol station

we were visiting, although possit
biggest on the Island, dispensed no 98
octane super unleaded - the recommended
propellant for both the M3 and Cerbera.
But with more than 2 few litres between us
we nonchalantly joined the TT course at
Quarterbridge and set off for Ballacraine
C | miles along the circuir.
Having completed some laps as a biking
TT puster many, many years ago, | found
myself lead upra followed by
Angus in the Cerbera with Marcel, Phil the
apper and all their gear in the M3 ar the
rear. For a while we followed a locally regis-

g in the

tered Honda CRX. In common wich all
nx traffic the CRX respectfully ootled
through villages at 30mph, but when the
derestricted sign appeared | had to call upon
just a little of the Supra's monster grunt
simply o its tny Japanese cousin in
rdinary in
ieself — nifty nd 50 on
— but how refreshing it was w brak
through corners and nudge an indicated
120 — on public roads and in Britain —
ng the clammy-palmed
apprehension of being Vascared,
otherwise nicked at any moment.
Betrer than that, well almost, was the
verience, the loM is often
. foggy, drizzly or worse, Squally showers
were invented here. But this ime God had
no » grind, and so the warm evening
sun filtered down through fresh green leaves

power

without suf

weather. [n my ex

actually designed to lat
you in or out, but it's not a
bad place to spend the
rest of your life. Wheel-
mounted dials are cute

|




Yes, it goes quick; yes, it
handles well, Bui the M3

be any wide boy's 318
with some flash alloys
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tarmac and just took the
edge off 1 umi hreeze. In my book, thar’s
TParad th a capital .

We drove to the small fishing port of

Peel on the west coast and then headed
south on deserted roads, with Ireland clear

in to our right, towards Porr Erin. Phil
remaved his lens cap and did his stuff. Then
he and Marcel set off in s

rch of super

unleaded while
I led Angus on a swift bur safe inroducrory
lap of the 37,75 mile Mountain Ci
By the time we reached Ramscy, it wi
nearly dark and our hotel beckoned — we'd
been up since six — but the Supra was
lapping it up. so | wrned right, still on the
circuit. at Parliament Squs
C rimr.{ duaifully followed.
1 and M6 earlier in
seatng and high-

and the

ming up the

y the big To

spec interior had b
its suspension had given a harsh ride. Also,
on concrete sections, there was quite deafen-

supreely comfy but

ing tyre noise to contend with which
compounded alarmingly by the hollow
drumming of the big Michelins on cat’
eves. More imteresting were the extremely
high-pirched whistles fram the Toyota's
turhos. [ tried to tune
dogs or bats could fully appreciate them.
headed r.a,ml\v up the Mo
:h\ Supra found its true vocation. ls
ing is perfectly weighed, irs chassis is as t
as a rottweiler’s lead and the brakes can
perform near miracles. It feels safe and
almost totally bulletproof and you, the
driver, are in control, But perhaps more
e is the Supra’'s midrange power.
5 of ritbo
ry soon after, there's |

n, but I'm sure only

evs there is a s
awesome

brawn. And. aided by an
speed Gerrag gearbox rhere’s s
punch to overtake just abour anything.
ything, that is, excepr another local in his
badly smoking XR2i. He was swift for sure,
but a bit too much of a loony, for even the
Supra to safely deal with on these roads
And where was Angus on his virgin |:
in the Cerbera? Right up my chuff, e
t the way
ck at the Grand Island Hotel, our
drinks were waiting ar the bar and, while
arcel, Phil and | cheerfully imbibed, we
eminded by caring staff thar we were
party of four staying the
we were! Angus must still
be in the car park in the dark, trapped
inside the silent And so he was!
e well. Some especially
“owp kepe us going until the




small hours and the morning came all to0
soon. Then I'm afraid it was scrambled eggs
for me; Manx kippers may be the world’s
finest, but unfilleted they re labour-i ntensive
and just too darn fishy
Next it was my turn in the TVR. I'd
trickled through
and cruised up the M1 o Newport I‘a,m.]l
1 was reasonably familiar with the
starting procedure, the plethora of un-
labelled switches, the indicators, the steering
wheel buttons and other idiosyncrasic
which typify TVR's approach. Bur such
quirks pale into insignif
s fantastic AJP8 engine starts up,
familiar deep-throated, off-beat
Rover V8 rumble is gone and, at low revs,
there's a fair amount of mechanical clater.
The throrele ., either ar standstill or
on the move, is instantaneous. The revs rise

ondon in it the day before

rectly in
your right
; in fact

and fall stupendously quickly,
proportion to the movement
foot. This sounds like no other T
it sounds like no other road car, except
maybe just a bit like an F355. On the move,
the Cerbera doesn't bellow like a Chimaera
or Griffith; it barks all the way
—and beyond if you wish

Burying the throtde in the intermediate
gears convinced me straight away that nei-
ther the Supra nor the M

power to all four wheels, 2 911 Turbo could
ousprint the Cerbera o h but, from
there on, the TV d. If you want to
ake this car, you'll need a Mclaren, a
Diablo, an F50 or a pret
Ve spent the moming sw

on the course’s Mountain sec

;.[ﬂm

AR () )
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Waterworks and Creg-ny-Baa. Up here the
d snakes, weaves and dives across the
ome comers are wide open and el
yingly quick, others are blind and much,
h slower. To be qui
just being a good driver in a fast car,
e to know your wa
With one or two except
s a left-hander called Bungalow

appr-mch
Don't worry about the bridge bi if
no difference. On

mg the other
and take appropriate action. At Hunvilzm
Bridge, there's nothing y, no funny

The M3's seats are very
German. Solid, unyeilding,
difficult to adjust but
satisfying in a bizarre
sadomachistic way. Whip




The Supra is, you must
admit, gross; a barking
mad thing covered in
gratuitous vems, scoops,
spoilers, wings and those
silly headlamp washers

cambes, no blind spots, no dodgy surface; i's
u and your machine versus the corner,
I've lost count of how many rimes I've
been round here before but 1 certainly do
know that on every previous oc
there'd been

stray sheep, an engine m
alw mething. But not thi

ing the Verandah in the M3, there
were a couple of cars following a Transit.
1 gunned it down a couple of gears 1o ger
pm sll three as quickly as possible and then

|I|c ure. Nothing, . except a bir roc
much speed... | don't know what the speeda
read before lifting off, dabbing the brakes
and turning in under power, bur Phil says it

remember, on che Island this sort of caper is
legall) Anyway, the M3 gripped like Velcro
and, in no time, 1 was unwinding lock and
hing I'd pressed just chat licte bit harder
because the car had used up no more than
halt of the oncoming lane on the exit. Drac
1F I'd apexed at 110 then | maybe should"
been doing 120. If I'd been doing 120 then
I should've tried 125. It had been my first
clear run through Bungalow Bridge ever,
and I'd gone too slow. Still, ‘at least you've
got a story to read and pictures to look ar.
At the time | decided to seek solital
consolation in the TVR. There’s now!
comfortable to rest your cluch foot but the
Borg Warner. straight-into-the-box, five-
speed gearch s firm, reassuringly posi-
tive and it never balks. The brakes are firm
t00 — ultimately not quite as p
some, and there’s no anti

very little travel, feel ar the pedal is terrific.

No question, all brakes should be like this.
And the steering? The wheel rim is won-

derfully contoured at the ten-to-two posi-

tion and steering response matches throtde
response. There's no vagueness o slop, just
immediate and very direct acuon, It rakes
some getring used to, and it may be 100
direct for some, but we're not complaining.
On the TT course there's little or no
margin for error, especially at speed, and
thus smooth, considered driving is the order
af the day. corner quickly in the
Cetbera and you may feel some inival push
ar the front, followed by formidable grip
mid-turn. Then, as you squeeze the throrcle
on exit, the il may loosen but it shouldn't
result in anything too dramatic or scary.
Having said rha(‘ neither the M3 or
Supra behave too differently in a rurn. They

Enter




may feel dissimilar from the driver's seat,
but the net result is much the same. The
M3 is certainly more prone 1o understeer
than the Supra or Cerbera but, treated with
respect, none are che lurid, oversteery beasts
magazine photos depict because all have
heaps of grip, both frone and rear. After the
Supra and especially the Cerbera, the M3
Coupe feels tall and more like an ordinary
saloon. Subtle Q-car the baby M may be,
but the steering wheel is oo large and,
despite power assistance, there's excess
movement from lock o . The clutch
on is long and unpredictable, so both
take-off and gearchang be jerky. The
handsome front sears take forever to adjust.
And throtle action is sticky ar low speeds —
3 feels underpowered.
us M3's

extensively reworked in the new

motor has been
with

VANOS (variable valve actuation on both
cams) being just one of the sophisticated

improved torque its in-gear acceleration lags
way behind the others here. On these roads
the BMW could be left hehind, unless you
really birch it to 7,400rpm in all six gea
which case the Evo will show a clean pair of
stainless tailpipes to the significantly heavier
Supra, from 20mph all the way to 160. No
problem. Like the Supra, the M3 can also
suffer from wntru re drone, but of the
three — and front seat comfort aside - the
BMW ultimately delivers the supplest ride.
ith 350bhp powering just 1,100kg (or
319bhp per tonne), there can be more
urgent considerations than ride quality in
the Cerbera. Bur though firm, ir's rarely
uncomfortable, Onl the bumpiest of
the Island’s tiny lanes did the suspension

N501PPJ &

The Toyota interior is a bit
disappointing. You'd
expect at least an sjector
seat, or maybe some
Keviar and carbon fake
racing car nonsense

settings intrude but, even then, nothing ever
grounded out, which is more than can be
said of the M3

In fact our day was going well, aside
from one or two litle problems — we
desperately needed 1o find a source of fuel
and, ahem. we had to report to the police

Visits to several petrol starions convinced
us that the loM has no v for the stor-
age or dispensation of super unleaded.
Wealthy residents, we were told, were quite
content 1o brim their Ferraris with ordinary
unkaded. A gallon o actane in the M3
seemed to cause no ill effects but the

erbera was pinking loudly on a dose of the

me. Dozens of calls from the T\
on the mainland had finally
super unleaded did exist, but that the pump
was at the back of the TT paddock in
Douglas. Oh, and the chap who the key




Some sort of canine
‘theme appears to be
developing here, though
‘which ones are the
dogs?' Is not a line that
goes down well In the
test department. The
bioke below hasn't got a
tail either; it's the pump
hose for the Isiand’s only
super unleaded supply

Kate's Cottage marks the
beginning of the drop
down to Creg-ny-Baa;
Keppel Gate is a fricky
bend. Rather silly names,
absolutely superb places

was on holiday. This could have meant the
final curtain but further calls uncovered
Paul Moore. from the Manx government's
tourism department. He had a spare key
and, bless him, he was ready and waiting,
with Avgas if needed, when we arrived.

As luck would have it the location of the
Island’s main police station was just a
stone’s throw from char solitary pump.
Earlier in the day Angus has been driving on
the wrong side of the road while Phil hung
our of the window taking rracking shots.
Trouble was, the one and only irate local we

came across saw fit ro inform the constabu-

lary of this slightly unorthodox behaviour.

The upshor was that a plod on 4 motorbike

was scrambled ta find us — not too tough an
assignment with a pearlescent Tizer Cerbera
in the group - and Angus was subsequently

required to make a sarement ar the police

-4-/

station. However, good sense prevailed
because the Manx enforcement boys cor-
rectly differentated Angus” story from an
urter fabrication. Angus, in his own words,
a free man”!
Not quite so straightforward was the

Was Once mote

Cerbera's security system. By now hoth elec
tric windows had developed minds of their
awn, the driver's door still wouldn't open
electrically, lietle red LED lights were flash-
ing like Amazonian fireflies and the car’s
piercing alarm was sounding at frequent and
sandom intervals. Frankly, it was driving us
1o distraction, and would continue to do so
until we dropped it back ar the factory m
Blackpoal the following afternoon.

Bur there we were reminded t
particular car was one of the first 20 built

that this

that its doors, window mechanisms and
seals, among other things which didn't

cause us any trouble, would all be changed
on custamer cars. Which leaves us in the
awkward position of being unable to pass
fair judgment at this stage

no doubts about

Fortunately, we have

the engine’s durability

hich, having pro-
vided the power for virually all the "95/°9%
Tuscan Challenge championship runners,
has given virtually no wrouble, even with the
whopping 450bhp originally inrended for it

Ihere’s the ruby; if TVR just concentrat-
ed on the basics, they wouldn't need to
waste valuable time and money developing
nonsensical electrical frippery: and cheir cars
would surely sell withour it

But Peter Wheeler, TVR's chairman
explained. The company believes that loca
ing the door locking mechanisms within the
body, rather than inside the doors, improves

the car's thefr resistance considerably



Moteover, the Cerbera is capable of high
speeds and, ar those speeds, the windows are
sucked ourwards from the door frame,
necessitating a scout physical location at the
window's top leading edge. This in turn
means the windows must automarically
lower themselves — as they do on the M3 for
example — when the door is opened.
Assuming correct fit, there's no reason why
it shouldn't all work perfectly

Fine in theory, but even in the M3 the
driver's window popped out of place a cou-
ple of times, once on the M1 and once ac
140 at Millbrook a few days later. The
Supra’s stayed put during speed-testing.
Well they would wouldn't they - it's a
Toyora after all. Having been fixed hack at
the factory, the Cerbera's doors and glass
behaved too, even at 170mph and climbing.
But then a chance encounter with the same

car a formight later revealed thar the win-
dows had indeed developed a mind of their
own once again. [f TVR have an answer to
this problem, they are keeping quiet abour it,
Bur let's return to the Istand. By evening
we'd lapped some more, played silly buggess
at Jurby airfield, stopped for a shandy ar
Ballaugh Bridge and later enjoyed the close
artention of a tabby, a Russian Blue and a
black Lab at dinner. during which we con-
cocted a number of hypothetical questions:
1f you had 1o live, day in, day out,
just one of the three, which would it be?”
After some debate, a verdict followed.
M3 Evo: one vote; Toyota Supra: two. The
argument for the M3 is that it may not have
the lazy midrange power of the ather two
but it's still very, very quick. And, apologies
if this is a lirde obvious, but it's also the

only one here with comfortable, adule-sized

reat seats and luggage space for four. The
Supra scared because it looks beefy like a
GT car should; and it goes like one too. It
also has the most comfortable seats and
driving position of the three,

“What if you had t¢ lap the TT course in
the least time and your life depended on it
Which would you choose?

This rime a rwo-to-one majority chose
the Supra over the Cerbera, the argument
being that, without an intimate knowledge
of the circuit, the Toyota's midrange muscle
would help on those occasions when you
found yourself on the wrong line in the
wrong gear. It's the least frenetic, has berter
steering than the other two and is arguably
less intimidaring,

And if you really knew the circuit, like
Joey Dunlop?’ A unanimous verdict: TVR

TVRTVR O

TG's fearless trio are
brought to book by the
loM's finest (above). And
about to be nicked under
the Dogs With Ludicrous
Ears act is Fido here, who
is 30 old he has to be
wheeled around in a
child’s pushchair. Sadly,
Ihis means the kid walks

Drinking and driving; a
bad idea. But doing ane
while talking about the
other is one of the world's
finest pastimes. 'l was
Just hitting 140 when...'
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DOORHANDLES?

Performance
0-30mph (secs)
Q-40mph (secs)
-50mph (secs)
0-B0mph (secs)
0-70mph (secs)
0-B0mph (secs)
0-90mph (secs]
0-100mph {secs)
0-110mph fsecs)
0-120mph (secs)
0-130mph {secs)
0-140mph isecs)
0-150mph (secs)
Whax speed, mph
Standing 1/4 mile (secs)
Tenminal speed (mph)
30-50mph In 3rd
30-50mph in 4th
50-70mph kn 5th
60-70mph In Bih
30-70mph thns* gears
Braking 70-Gmph {nvf)

Costs
On the oad price
Test mpg
Official mpg
Insurance group
Service interval
Warranty

Equipment

Central locking/remate
Ragio cassette/CD
Electric windows/sunroot
Air-conditioning
Alarm/immebiiser
Driver/passenger airbagls)
Full leather upholstery
Trip computer

Power slesring/ABS
Limited siip differential
Traction control/cruise control

Technical
Engine

Capacity {cc)

Max power (bhp @ rpm)
Max torque (b/ft @ om)
Transmission
Suspension )

Suspension (1)

Vientilated disc brakes {f)
Ventilated disc brakes ()
Alioy wheels

Tires

Tyres {1

Dimensions (LW, mimi
Weighit (kgs)

Fuel capacity (ives)

WHAT
BMW M3 Evolution Coupé Tayota Supra manual
221 253
321 364
431 472
543 5.85
mm 7.75
872 8.1
10:48 1152
1287 13.70
1850 16.34
18.36 2042
2178 2445
2686 2961
na nfa
158.4 185
13.97 14,43
1038 1032
318 292
50 391
5.92 5.08
B28 723
490 522
4831586 47 .51155.8
£37.160 £43,023
238 195
25.7 (€U Combined) 25.5 (Euromig)
19 20
8,000 miles appiox 9,000 miles
Syrs/unitd. mileage 3yrs/60,000m
yes/option yes/ves
optionioption yesiyes
yes/option yes/no
aption yes
option/yes yes/yes
yesioption yes/yes
option yes
yes no
yesiyes yes/yes
yes yes
no/option yesiyes
in-line 6cyl, dohic, In<line Beyl, dohc, 24w,
24y, inj Intescooled twin turbo, )
32m 2997
321-@ 7,000 326:@ 5,600
258@ 3,250 325@ 4,800
Bep manual, AWD fisp manual, RWD
double jaint struts, Indep. d.w/bone, coils,
0as dampers. colls gas dampers
mttilink, colis, gas dampers Inden. d.whone, coils,
gas dampers
315mm foating. 4 pcaliper 323mm, 4 plealiper
312mm floating, 2 plcafiper 324mm, 2 piécaliper
7.5, 8.5 x17* Bt
225/45 R17 235/45 ZR1T
245/40 17 2650 ZR17
4,4331.710 45151810
1515 1,620
62 B0

DOORHANDLES?

TVR Cerbera

214
273
3
457
549
6:95
824
968
11.34
1367
1590
1871
2378
170+
128
1158
290
426
5.47

3.36
48.6150.6

£37,500

196

nia

20

6,000 miles
1yr/unttd. mieage

yesiyes
yesfoption
yesig
option
yes/iyes
no/ng
option

n

yes/no
yes (Hydratrak option)
nofno

7hieg. VBeyl, 2xdohe,

16v, in),

4,185
350 @ 6,500
320 @ 4,500
Sep manual, RWD

Indep, d.w/bong; colls,

gas dampers

Indep. d.w/bone, colls.

0@s dampers
294mm. 4 p/caliper
294mm, 2 picaliper
7.5x16"

2255 7R16
235/50 ZR16
4,200/1,865

1,100
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ontest

I'm tom betwesn the M3

Fvo and the Cerbera. The

Supra might seem lixe Ihe

Ideal compramise between

the two. put ultimately it's
' nol for me. Per s
ul the wide-toy looks, or
maybe the Carvettish interior. Whatever, It dossn't
vook my goose. Which 1'd choose of the other fwa
would depend entirely on circumstance. As an only
car it waukd have: 10 be the M3, with a better driver’s
seat. Frankly | wouldn't want ary two-segler — and |
consider both the Supra and Cerhera two-seaters
— without having comfortable, adult-carrying capa-
bilty. But if we're talking “second car’ then | think I'a
lake the plunge and o for a Cerbera. For the money
o other car comes even close in terms of perfor
mance and thrils. Yes, | suspect I'd be on first-
name terms with my dealer before long, but I'd risk
it Who knows, he might even be aniceguy T8

Blah biah blah Bungatow.

blah blah blah Goose

Neck, blah biah biah Joey

'- =~ Dunlop. Motorcycle sad-
g‘- i slers Tom and Marcel
- were boring me rigid for

whole week belore we
wenl, after all what cauld be so pood about & poxy
litthe island? Just about evenything, that's what. To
drive around without that horribie "there meght be 3
Gatso' fealing in the pit of your stomach is fantastic
The roads are stunning and so is the scenery. The
penple arg ultra-refaxed and friendly: there's nane of
thal “you can't photograph that car here' crap that
we have to stamach almost every day in the Sauth
East and there's no soul-destroving M25 la contend
with. The Isiand also boasts one of the most for-
ward-thinking and reasonable police farces in the
world There are no downsides 1o this place apart
from too many cats Of and |'d have the Supra  AF

Over & pint of finest Manx
ale Tom posed two hypo
thetical questions: “Which
car, if you had 1o lve with
it day-in, day-out?" and
“Which one If your lile
depended on & Super-
guick lap?" Question One: M3 — sensible rear seats
propar boot, cubly lockers — obwious chaice But no
— ultra-conservative loaks. uncomicrtable front
seats. Cerbera, quirky, Infurating, no door handies —
unliveablewill (s that a word? I 1§ now). Supra —
eighties styling, 2nd Div. footbaliers — 1'll lake It
Question Two (harded) BMW — gearing too low,
steering oo slow. TWR — exciting, looks greal, and
with Duniopesque knowledge, perfect, Bul lao hot
for me Supra - quick, comtortable. relatively sasy
to drive — 'l Lake it agam. Tom, predictably, goes for
the TVR but | stake my house on being first back to
Douglas if he'll agree to 2 Le Mans start MA
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