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Tbyotas new twin-turbo
out-corners an NSX
and oulruns
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cause for enth tic inquiry. How fast is it? How quick? How
lithe? How much? Our test of ' Inu-t.{-. W "ﬁupm has resulted in
SOIME :.-:urpr':=']|1r_r answers to these qilr'htmn-. that force other per- Blues traveler. w
tformance-car makers to sit u]* t.L!- e notice and swallow hard.
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at & timee. ¥What's odd about the Supra
& that it a ApEATATICE SEEmE To wEry
shiarply with differcht PEESpECTIvES,
Same L iike, some Tdon'.

A few ol my Strongest. opninns:
The nose §5a ran sl 'r-.:-]'l|'u:-:§ by
twor hig glaring ¢xposed: headlamp
fenses shrowding friplets of nasty Bier-
ke .r:-IIII.I.h. I:|1".gh ancl low Beam, E:—Iu!’-
fog penctrators), it provides 3 forceful,
w:d._ -yl visage L;u.tm:a:u.d 1o pro-
mm‘ double sakes in MANY: A FeArvicw
|.|1:|rr|1:r. ."'|.1z|_| :|'||.'~,.c' |4|:|1!:l.- dfe eﬂ-t'.,ll.".h:
i, -i:'l-"ln'h:-l.:l ALEATE AL, q.':ls‘:-..l:'l'ﬁh' ant- b=
minating mone asphalt than any other
caron-the market,

Ig\'.'lﬁl'ln'r' 'ul'll.'lﬂ- i'\- H Eii" !’-C:"I.'::\II'F:.'II.I:I'I ||.-|I'
intake: fanked by cirding 2ide nostrils
with baller: open indicators mestled in
B COMTIETE. SinEsler. E:l.l.u:zl!i:-|5|1J.|:|}'. all
thrie apenings are without grilles—
youi can plainly see:the rdhator and ad
Ha hissiee ;:Ilt_lnﬂu.'n:_'. hiere god thereIe's
not cxactly prenty, bait AL s porod, stromg
stuffy just-what & sports=car's face
sheoukd be.

.||e1:'|ﬁh.|.'.. t!',l,: hig I:'I:H,:I:HE-
ed regrawheel arches
relegraph: rear-

drive horsepower in no unceriain
terms. And from thers, they pinch
hack neatly intoa:-narmow. il studded
with packed gquartets of tiny taillights
Ir's o unigue, tense book that daws 2
long stare and s '|an¢ secord fopk oA
sprrrts=car s stvhngs shodild ;|.-::I Tt o,
Wihar's beowsen the cars ends s less
convineing. The shapes gre cirvaceots
in Fovotas typical wav that relies on
big radii arcs thay frequently com-
youmd Erom convex - to-ooneave and
im-.k again, Here and: there are re-
minders of the MBR2 and Cehica; for
caample, And - mavbe thenes also zome
Fonda Prelude sprinkied into the
shapeof the cars sice window glass
Bt soime aspocts of ke '|:1|:u.:|}' shape
sunply Fill far: Thee side scoops carved
inre the rocker panels look otwiously
tascked o and damp s onky intoothe
rear whieel wells, lacking the ducting
needed: o conl the nml‘n-:f-. And ’rmm

|:|:.-.u'|.l." any "-"-Lrl‘.lp;li:', l]!l.. "'Tl.q;-ﬁltl.l.'ll"l ot

o, millars and whass abeove the fenders
and door tops looks undersized. As
theongh the: upper half of the“car was
drawn 16 I!]':r::r-qtt.'lrtq:r sale: '-_I'lw}'
don’t march, o my eve; and other
staffers conciur, ;
Likewise, the cockpit:is @ mixed
bag, I-|;|:‘-|:|._. big H.mg-l‘.'ﬁ {:-.[l-::cdﬂr'm;-
tach and

[

& i.'ml:'li!i]ﬁ.l:in.lli u!i.1|.::t|'|'||.':|".4!u|'.,: ;m-:! !I‘l;u.'l
ncedles) are: bright and canted dircetly
at you, but il pressure and temperi-
fire dars are go-shows, SDhe instru-

ment pod srems \.:».:.r:uwcl'.' hieroclet
and the center console is angled to-

Sl the driver so much that a|:.|5;3;i|::g

TENCESE 1y Our: fest car:iro the righeand
back) can pedeh vour-fngers The odd-
eit sEpect of the desipny i my opinion,
- the eather Beatureless, '|.\'|:,:.E:-.'|ﬂ'-|.||:u|.
panch that:-holds the gauges, radwo and
ventikation controls (and these not too
well brranized 116 Soonis lmiostunfin:
|~]'||:|.‘|. A% I:]'imt_!._]l. thie-i ||.'|.r|'|-:'\-r "\-I:"."I:I:'IL
rays just rancontof me

Ltvllﬂn-; COntroversy &5 skin: deen,
hiwvever: 2 few millmeters beneath the
""nm:_n comtraersal L:-:tu.:m-r are the
mechanical specifications of a romping,
'\-.I:umjul:.f_,. HERFLICE '1:1:-._t|1'|1: SPOrIS-LAr
success. bwist the dgnition ey,

Alquick whir of theTurboe vensons
s-tltt-.,r and 3 horsepawer fhirob: to
b Mo we e b

Like cvery Supra lltscfnr-. ir, 1ts en=

Hie 5w classie inlme=fan this case s 50

reshhy reédesipned: 3.0 Tierwith double
LskiThs jl:'l-: B wakres poy |.1.|||:|.-|"|.|’. 11|.-|’.‘
FLOR =TT b Ve EIa ;,.L]I.u:-u{}r etnploved
e the Lexus S0 300 and OGS 300
seadan) ];lmfﬁin ot 230 Bhp ap 5800
rpim and 2100 Eh-fr of tongue ot 4R00
rpm:Ir's as smooth, Hexible and
willing ancemnne of this
sre a-your I il

A road rocket
enters a new
performance
dimension
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B instruments (below) are big and legible, but
minimal In number, Dther contreds seem hap-
hazardly areanged, Fold-down resr sexls ane
timy and trusk s somewhat
shallow,

Loupled to it s either
a  velvery=shifting
-r-\.'l:n'lIr.i.'l_ll_"\-|"|‘|:l.'l_i S
speed mian

=]'|.'l.'-\.:. AULOMILILC.

The intercocled
turbo version gener-
ates an added 100
horsepower at 5604
Erim and 315 Ib.-fr. of
Coraie at LN rprm.

Listen up, This is
quite an cngine. Like
the Mhlaeda BX-7, 2%
blown by twin but se-
quential turbas, meaning only one is
er| ploved upr to J000 mpm foar quick re-
soonst. A the v climb pasy this, rhe
second turbo be pins idling and then

ladles in it thare of hoost as 35000 T
sweeps around the dial. 1 tound the
transition o be utterly seamless, with
the tur ::4:-"» presence fiest felr ag 2500
rpm and an extra punch of power ar

-r.|..'|.|.|-'. ["1.!:'1 L*.-uu.,':. i ]-.-'_l. o [i‘l-l. ey
miter ,.hr.ull'. excrcised. Stab .'.".-.

-5 rllnll\. 14

ruiang speed and the small

rirhos cerrainly xp' 1 up responsavely.
but 1 would guess that it ||-u.-- |'|""

guarters of & second for their full pres-
SUre Eo Arrive.

Linlike the norm

pra; the Turlo offers two intriguing

tally aspirated Su-

I.LI.I '.:II.II.'.I.-I IL'
and a -

transmmssions: @ b=sp
sHrmed !'\-_'.' {i.,".m:.: and 'I'-.;:l.'n:.l.
specd auromatic allowing manual
shifting thar, for a change, feels akin
to manuzl shifting, Just press a button

:u!jm'l.'l':! ty the ghafter, and -|'|il': P
are reduced 30 percent. Howewver, E"i
'-tﬂ'-r:j'!"- T'U.U""l 1'«.'1:'\..1 ”"i. = "'\-..'H.L"'L'l man

tal, Mot enly are this transmission’s

throwws shoet {1 micasured about 4 ),
bur its action is Mizea-light as well.
[t the kind of box you find vourself
shuftung up and down along a straighe
road, juse for fun. "'-h' oML |1 CTILLCiSm i35
that I did notice some rubber-banding
as | ot on an ] toaling
aleng in the m

But then why get on and

off the
hromle when vine can keer 1
thrortle wlhen you can keep it pressedd
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Toyata Mator Ci
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Steeitng . .. rack & pinion, power assist. - Tuneup
(rd] ralio I7.5d Aan wliranly
fams. lock 1o lock. a4
Trnand cicle 3640

Eespereian
Friven uppes & lower ramms, ol
Sqings, bube shocks,

Dl bar

woper hanms, dudl hower
Iarteral lindks, zemitrailing Enks,
otl wprings, tute shocks,
JatHod bae

Rsir

tration. The Supra is
prone to met only
riear whesl hep, bat
also a willingness to
step out of line well
imte 2od gear,
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B Acceleration rms
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Test Notes...

B The Supra's grip
Is tremendous. Hs
balante hrogh

the slalom and resls.
tance o roll mark
it #5 oot of the
world's besl-kand-
ling cars, In fact, i
is steering fed had
a tomch bekter flter.
Ing, it might well be
the best.

284 i
Seat width, fie 22 1900 2 1 1RO

INTERIOR NOISE

..est 155 mph
L R 110 [
........................ 66.0 mph
Brake rating..................... excellent
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B The Turba's enor-
mous power requlnes
comiderahle respecl
yhile corfering. 11's
quite easy to have
the 1ail fick oul ex
iing a slow comer,
resguiring thi driver
to dial in a lot of
steering lock.
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donan II|I.' thunder to G0 mph i 5.0
round number, five sec

.".ml Betterecd e our Boagd
Hll'l-:ll'li'.l':l' 11:-' anly the I_]'||.;|::|_- lI.'i|'u'r.
Ferearts 512TR and Fa, the Lam-
borghing Dhablo, Shelby’s 427 Cobra
and the Vecror W Tiwin Tuelo,

MECCHNE
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A Japanese

Heyday

In gur lioe of work pass-

| ports are probably stampod
| most with one particalar
|- name—Narita Alrport, port of

enfry info Magan. And what
with the pricey yen reducing
mast of us 1o timid window-
shoppers, it seems that the
best of what | carry back to
thia IS these days see per-
spoctives aboot the relative
differencis emong lapanese
cars—as exemplified by this
quartet of GT flagshigs ple-
tuned below,

Mazda's RX-T (bedow lett)
Is the Liest sports car from

| @ putsy company kag deter-
| mined o be contrary, While
| every one of its competitors
| emgphoys 2 turbocharged &

exlinder engine in its premi-
mm sports coupe, Maida
continmes to develop Felix
Wasikei's bradnchild, and
with remarkable success:
55 bhp, good for 0-60-
mph times of 5.5 seconds.
Felix would be prowd. And
while other lapamsese cars
have been noticeably gaining

| weight, the RX-7 ks 2 stady

in minimalism, Includiag
grippy handlisg that's
almost go-kartiike through

| tramsitions. Wien Marda de-

skgners penned the RX-7,
ﬂwhdagrulspms

Il,"\.;
VETEIEA ],

Mver-

and dids’t compromége. Dn
the other hand, if your
thinking [nchudes generous
and supple ride qualily, the
RX-7 muay be & litte axtreme,

Mitsublshl's J000GT VR4
{below middle] i5 a bullet
from & fastrisksg company
sl on making lts mark. The
J000GT VR4 has carved |is
place by being big, flasky,
tast and complex. |E seems
Mitsuddthi"s enginears
pulbed oul evéry $kop Embu-
ing this Mlashy sporls coupe
with 300 bhp, allbwheel
drive, d-wheel sheering, ad-
Justable air dam and resr
wing, and even a miiier
that can alter lts axfuamst
note to sait. On the read the
3000GT VR hesls substan-
tial, and though tremendous
in foul weather, its weight
(3875 By, ghimg a 0-60-
mph minimum of 6.3 s2¢.) is
sometimes al odds with lts
eilsslon a5 8 simble 6T

With the J00ZX (below
right, the oldest car i this
category], Kissan indulged
bts habit of Injecting 1ts cars
with Ewropean fesd and de-
sign qualities, Lat's say i's
our plek for combining fast
driving with & sbep bor
exprisso. We boved the
J0020's styling four years
agn, and persomally, | think
it's destined fo become a
clattic, And as a performer,
the 300ZX has yet 1o show
any serhoms wrinkles, though
its acceleration has been
eclipsed by

ape price: 8306917, Ar
S35, 000 for the
5.1.:'.5'”" for the atueally
et deesn't take a m
cian o figure sut that the Supra Turbo
15 ome of earsdoms biggrese bangs for
the hu '-L To underline the po |1I: al-

I|'|

thu Mazda, Mitsublshl znd
Toyoda [ise IDOZY Turbo re-
quires 6.5 s&¢. to reach GO
mph}. Hovever, we don't
care: The J007X Turbe has a
mafic in i bmmediacy—par.
Hiemllariy ageless are the
agility of its steering and
quick bang of accelerathm
from its twin-turbo V6.

5o H the Mards 5 defer
milnedly contrary and maybe
& lithe severe; the Mitsu-
Bishi, 3 techaical daztle but
a tad heavy; and the Hissan,
4 quietly ging lapanese.
European, how do we paint
Toyota’s Supra’

&s the Desert Storm of BT
design, perhaps, If's a
frontsl altsck with sophist
cated technology blazing
and no tisse for apologhes.
The Supra's 8 B car, pearly
#s long as the J0006T with
paslly thee longest whesldaze

I! ICTENAR -

ap prosamately
| urbe (and |i'u| 11

ateg |.|

of them ail, But most impar- |

tent, it's 3 crushing
perfommuer in this growp,
skmply faster and with more
tenscions handling thas its
poers, period.

Qddily encuigh, as the num-
ber of great GTs continues
to grow, the market itseld
has shrunk to the polni
whierit building these cars
isa"t slways profitable, Wil
ey have 3 future? Let's
hoptt 50 bacause the leps-
retse high-perfermance GF |5
ceriainly in lts heydsy, and
we're loving [t

=Kim Beymolds

thax 1'-"l- Ehe ";'II!"rI 13 x}l:".-.l limsired 2o
155 ”'E']:' ]-:'-'l.ll.l. vesured us thar it can
theeaten 1580,

CH course; Epris "*-l'H.\'.'\'IJ has ag much
o do with reeduc || L Uy ._-;hl; a5 adding
power, and so Toy I||1|.-'_|| " b3 w.‘-r?-;
on the Supra’s problem waistline, At
the introduction, for example, they
showed us how bolr heads |'..L1.|; been
|,|.:--=|"": [|.‘ H'“:IIII al rear avis 14 ¢« has
|.'-.|.1' mokded with tiny aie=fi "Iu_._, glass
spheres, and the carpeting’s fibers have
heen formed in hollow ::‘.r.::ulw.. In-
deed, theres cven a single exhaust -
rern to trim pounds {resulting in 2
railpipe big |.'|'n|l.!:,_'3'. tor awallow o Cole
can, which & few statf comedians
demonstrated), And it helps, with the
I"l.l:-u. gk we g'u e i oAt A430 b
Mot bad considenng its giwe and con-
tentt, bt this s sall a E:e.-r':v chunk of car,
_ auspension is by double A-arms i
tromt {mounsed 1o a ]u-.,-_-l_-, ribbed 2lu-
minum crossbeam), and at the back,
im pper A-zrm, owin lower lageral
links plus.an angled trathing link per
-I-.!l.' drakes are huge, 12,7 and 12.8
i I'm-:t and rear, '.-L'rh the tormer ex-
|'|;. |||_! heat throush ai!-'"ti inteenal
finsh 1|. b finall ¥ I||-. tires are likewise
54l num al, sized 235/45ZR-17 front
and 255/50XR-17 rear {the non-mur-
Do ane A -|11i:‘.:;:' tsmaller: 2255071
16 front and 245 .‘\-l.l.-"'."". 16 rear),

Cha paper, the right pars and the

size, but what happens at the
track® How abwou |5.‘=R; around the
"1"Ci‘||' i, 66,0 mph through the slalom
andd srapg '||'-|_. distances |r|-|'-'. 60 mph
on the order af 120 61, Like the Su 1 11

righe

Turbo's accelerarion, 1= kandl: ing and
hraking Prowess ane close o the best
W Viz evier seen, rermardless of cost
Exciting souft, e, bet’s calm down
for a second and nore 3
points. One, the tires are sricky (we
ftogiced 'r'-'.".l'|1|:h sprapime up o mnto r|':|_'
wheel wells ar slow speeds) amd
not Bast more than a few oil changes,
secend, the ride qualioy, while delizhe
ful on a rest reack, s 263 over real
rovtcle= SH L ittle smoather than the

few counier-

3 ITRAY
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B Right-hand alr indet feeds
tihe single adr-to-alr wbercoal
&r, Below, Supra’s blg (nlimes
s bt fofally redesifned
with twin sequential herbos
mounted kigh on the
enpine's right side (in fact,
they're easy bo spot). Brake
rotors [right) employ spiral
imtermal vents to pump maxd-
B 3,




