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he Calibra is o
great one  for
sending ow
witl'usim: sig-

oems 1o

ve been: Style is every-

g That's why ane of the

Jeoking ciars on carth

5 with all the knee-

trembling charisma of, well,
a Vimxhall Cavalier, It's a bit
like Superman m reverse
beneath the sleek suit of rip-

pling muscle there’s a string
vest ared thermal underpants,

It ian’t that the Calibra js a
wimp: s two-liire 16-valve
engine growls throatily and
kicks like a mule, But perfor-
mance {1 37mph 1op specd
and a O-40mph ime of
8, 1secs) lsn't the main sellimg
point.  Looking  gorgeous
with spacc 1o spare is the
Calibra's bag — o philosoply
of pragmatism which has
allowed Yawshall to cut itsell
11 T ol the UK
coupe market, leaving more
dynamically adepr rivals o
fight over the crumbs. So the
Caliben lsn'y a driver's ear,
One 15 wmpted to say
Wauxhall should worry.

Bui then vou look it the
Calibra 454 and the signals
change. Far from cocourag-
ing its mid-market coupe to
live off the beauty and four-
seiter procucality of ins body,
it seeins Vauxhall does want
the open-backed  leather
gloves brigade on s books.
After all, the sophisticated,
viscous-coupled  all-dnve
hardwire isn’t there in case
the Calibra strays into the
odd muddy field, but to gve
the tarmne grip and balince
the front-daver lncks, Except
that, n the process, the
performance loses its sparkle
(O-60mph slumps o 95ccs)
nmdl =0, to a large exzent,
clefears the purpese.

As ol now, however, the
Culibra is shedding its hali-
hearwedness and penchant
for ambiguaity. The old
L1B,938 dxd becomes the
L£20,950 4x4 Turbo and its
maessage could hardly be
more emphatic:  152mph
and 0-60mph in 6.dsces. Il
the elaimes are substamiated,
the Turbo joins the ranks of
the Ford Sicrra Coswaorth
(£20,558), Toyota Celica
GT4 (£23824) and Lancia
Integrale {£23,240) — that
elite band of competition-
inspired rood rockers thar,
bencath o relanively sober
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David Vivian drives
Britain’Slcheapest 150mph car,
the £20,950 Vauxhall Calibra
Turbo 4x4



Vauxhall Calibra Turbo 4x4
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Lauthor trom nontn shapsly,

A exterion, soneeil o supor-
car-felling punch.

Apart Trom n eear “turbo!
badge and slightly differon
wiels, Vaushall™s frerest car
(o that the Lotus Cadion
b censed production)
identical w its normally
aspivated counterpare. While
this m clearly good for the
well<being of whint rmost peo-
ple agree s stunning shape,
it's not so thrilling for those
whao want o sdvertise their
eNTrn l':r¢|1-m.l.'1.'|. Vauxhall
=1vE i won't put them off
bt we'Te nat 50 sure,

Insece, the ll:lil.r.li.']}' neEw
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lenther seats {refreshingly,
not by Recaro and not avert-
Iy I"}il:l.l.l.li'hrnl.|.1}":l contrive 1o
make 1he  unimaginazive
Cavalier lucia look evwen
more  fncongrows. They
have heating clements in
their cushions, a feature
which joins a seven-function

mip compater in n fong listof

standord  ecquipment  that
includes power siecring,
anti-lock brnking, chectricnl-
Iy operuted front windows,
sunpool and door mirrors,
and remote central locking
with deadlocks and an ulra-
sanic alarm,
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The Calitra’s mighty lesp
up the performance ladder is
enster 1o understnd . once
you've studied the statistics.
A 30 per cent hike in power
takes the maximum Ggure
from 150bhp to 200 khp a
5600rpm. Torque isup by a
massive 42 per cent, peaking
at 20710k it ar jusy 2400rpm,
although the Natess of the
torque curve mcais  thit
there's 14815 it available as
I @s | S00rpm

OF equil signtlcince. is
Vauxhall's <laimy thar the
Calibra has a lag-free turbao,
H_'; h||1.'1.11[;_ “l_i.' luﬂ'll.‘lllhh.ll'l.'!cil:ll:
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Vouxbhall Calibra
Turbo 4x4

How Tasi, how

thirasly?

D-B0mph A dsers

Teg spead 152l

BAPE: trfsan 244
Skenph 08

Tiemph Mo
A ranefaciuness comed fgunm

How much®

0,250
0w sahw b OFKE Enad o Al 1252
How blg?
Le=gth 4453
Width 1E25mm
Heiga 1A Imm
Wheelzase 20 mm
Wolght (dumed) RETL-]
Fiiil ok 63 Ites:
Engine
Max posmwer 00 bhp 50000
Max torgues 2070 11/ 2400pn1
Spbedfic: outpid 10105/ me
Power to weebghl 1400ty donne
lnstailation baretie, fers
Pt il difive
Capacity 115
MR 0 (OF BT Ry, (oo BIOCK
Bor/stroke 56/
Compression ratio 5001
Valwes doie. 4 ped oyl
Ignition ase fuel losch Matrone
L7 sequontal infettion ant manage
L ill]
Goorbox

Ersgmed PRyl

Iatios 188357 2nd 216

Aed #8504 100NN DED log
Final driws rallo 3,723,701
[Ironreary
Sugpansion
Fromi MacPhemsom stnids, ool
g ol bar
Topaer conss inemnber with seml-
It s, ool sonings, an-nedt bar
Steering

Type rack and plnicn, povess
st

Brakoes
Fromd v diss Rear 5o oo
Anti=hock stuncard

Whoels and tyres

Sold by
Wil i s Lol fund, STl
inse, PO By 3, Liston LUKIYT,
TeLO5E 20122

housing  in-unie with the
exhaust munifold, the hot
st guses toavel o shos
er distance between valves
and turbine impeller. Also,
Bacaiise the iI1I!|.';:I!dI1.'1J
design eliminages the need
for o turbocharger funge, it
allowes the exhause |'I:|.'|.'l'.‘u.l.
jumnction 1o be locared away
from the wrbine housing
These feanires permit quick
warm-up and unhindercd
gas Now vo the turbing inlet,
reducing lag and shorpening
throdthe response.
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The intercoaler and three-
way, closed-loop cotalytic
converter are conventional,
but the Bosch Motronic
M7 engine management
system is an sdvance an the
B2.5 used with the normal-
Iy aspirnted engine. It not
only controls the sequential
Tued injection smd prevents
knock (allowing o high 9.0: 1
compression ratio), but also
allows an eleniem of 'over-
boost" for short durarions,
when the throttle s floored;
bw closing off the wastegate,
This gives around 10 per
oot mare boost pressun:,

Giiven the engine's brand
torgue spread, one might
hawe thought that five specds
were adequare, but GM'
cngincers have developed o
close=ratie six-speeder for the
new car, Based closely on the
existing five-speed unit, it's
the same gize and reguined
nus body or chussis modifico-
giens. The gate pattern is the
same as the [ve-speeder's
bt with sixth beneaih ffil.

The bmkes are bigmer
(284mm venred discs at the
frone) arid wheel dimnicter up
o | fins, but the chasss is
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Vauxhall Calibra Turbo 4x4

atherwise unchanged from
the regular 4545 withy sruis
at the [ront and semi-trailing
arms at the back,

In broad terms, the
Calibra Turbo carves out o
strong argument for bisell
Four-wheel  drive  always.
makes more sense whenit's
asked 1o waork for its living
s the  woelitre  furbo
certainly  does that, The
engine’s an uneguivoclly
hard hitter, with a big platenu
of porgue and the gear mgos
o exploit it As Vauxhall
claims, turbo lag is viroaally
non=existent and a firm prod
of the throttle clicits & solid,
often exhilarating, slug of
uccelerarion which can be
wsed o blast ouwy of wght
bends or dispatch chumps of
davedling tralfic to the rear-
view mirror, All of this |=
accomphisbed with a hollow
growl from the engine which
is more fun when vou're [0
the mogd for hard driving.
Unforunately, you're stuck
wiih it when vou're nat, and
before oo long it becomes
wearing. Turbos are wsualiy
quicter thin thls — even
ones with 201hhp
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Although long on grip and
arabilicy, the chassis lachks feel
and fnesse. Helm responses
are progressive and smooil
bt imert; the steering fecls
mlood and vaguely artificial
The ride s mildle disap-
peinring, oo — finc overall
control but prone 1o check=
ing hurshly over transverse
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ridges nnd cxpansion joints.

For all thag, the Calibra
Turl oi besst deserves praise
for being o genuinely rupid
carwith animpressive engins
and elfective ground-cover-
ing capability. One wonders,
however; what heights this
engine might hove scabed in
a Logus-developed clis<is. B

Givon thal yea'll only sell 500 Calibra
Turtes 4xds a yoar, why is it mportant fo
Vauxhall?

5 allhadio with image. Thi Callen rangs neixt
o 4 parformasce version i e and b
Japanese and B pre-emgt the nenk wave of

(- g3

Tha Caliben's abieirys s griod orf design bul,
with et posver, 15 good b dedve, o0, Morver,
I's & Exeppaan @lsmalive (o Se Japansse

mnchingdy.

Wiy ha't thers & Lot hadge on Ha
‘Cnlitarn Turtso 7

We're s susanchiiniq Lot the right sl aSanaliip

writh Lies, P hufes oo ey chcmott Bt reade] o will e o L b Cadibora bact bt vl
ey o of A She right hiskinc bebveen eoginoeriag and poc.
1t Fard weas mahing Hsis ear, i woold have given B 6 stroap visual

itherrty, Wiy harvon't yout

Tead: Cuitocn T oo - iowy-prosaucaon biche, [For I1na peason, ' gick T want
ey sl il efciage o ihia virsion of th car. B woukdn't have Besa ool

thactfin,
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